
Sometime around 5000 BC, mankind 
organized himself into city-states. The first 
civilizations appeared. 
All of these early civilizations were 
centered on major river valleys: 
- the Yellow River, 
- the Indus River, 
- the Tigris-Euphrates 
- and the Nile. !

The Egyptian civilization, although probably not the 
oldest, grew to become, perhaps, the greatest of 
these ancient cultures. 
Daily life in Ancient Egypt revolve around the Nile 
and the fertile land along its banks.  
Without the River Nile, no one could live in Egypt 
because there is no rain and it would be desert like 
the land round it. Every year the river floods its 
banks. When the flood waters go down, they leave 
behind them a fertile fringe of land on which crops 
grow easily. This thread of life in the desert is the 
Egyptians’ home. The Greek historian Herodotus 
(hi-RAHD-du-tus) called Egypt the gift of the Nile. 
They call the river valley the Black Land, from the 
colour of its soil. It is here that their towns and 
villages are built. 
In two places the thin line of green broadens out. 
One is the Delta, where the river splits up into 
different channels to reach the sea. The other is the 
Faiyum, an oasis which, unlike the other oases in 
the western desert, is linked to the Nile. Both are 

rich, crowded places. 
The desert all around is called the Red Land. Nothing lives in the Red Land except for wild 
animals and a few tribesmen. The Egyptians go to the western desert to bury their dead. 
That is where the great tombs and monuments to the dead are, among them the Pyramids 
and Queen Hatshepsut’s great temple at Deir el Bahari. 
To the north and east lies the sea the Egyptians call it the Great Green. Trading ships sail 
up the Mediterranean coast, and down the Read Sea to the mysterious Land of Punt, a 
country rich in gold and incense on the African coast. But most Egyptians never leave their 
country. Travelling is a difficult business. When they go on a journey, they go by boat along 
the Nile. They rarely go into the desert unless they are hunters, traders or miners. 

Who were the Ancient Egyptians?



Originally, Egypt was divided into two kingdoms, Upper and Lower Egypt. The king of 
Lower Egypt ruled from a town called Pe. He wore a red crown to symbolize his authority. 
Nekhen was the capital city of Upper Egypt. In this kingdom, the king wore a cone-shaped 
white crown. 

They were united under Pharaoh Menes in c. 3100 BC, who founded the I dynasty. But 
that is merely a word meaning 'founder'. It is possible that the real historical figure is a ruler 
by the name of Narmer. 

The armies of Menes invaded and took control of 
Lower Egypt. Menes then united the two kingdoms. He 
married a princess from Lower Egypt to strengthen his 
control over the unified country. As Egypt’s ruler, 
Menes wore both the white crown of Upper Egypt and 
the red crown of Lower Egypt. This symbolized his 
leadership over the two kingdoms. Later, he combined 
the two crowns into a double crown. !

Historians consider Menes to be Egypt’s first pharaoh (FEHR-oh), the title used by the 
rulers of Egypt. The title pharaoh means “great house”. Menes also founded Egypt’s first 
dynasty. A dynasty is a series of rulers from the same family. 
Menes built a new capital city at the southern tip of the Nile Delta. The city was later 
named Memphis. For centuries, Memphis was the political and cultural center of Egypt. 
The First Dynasty lasted for about 200 years.  They extended Egyptian territory southward 
along the Nile and into southwest Asia. Eventually, however, rivals appeared to challenge 
the First Dynasty for power. These challengers took over Egypt and established the 
Second Dynasty. !
ACTIVITIES 
1. Why was Egypt called the gift of the Nile? 
2. Who was the first pharaoh of Egypt? 
3. Why did the pharaohs of the First dynasty wear a double crown? !

The First Dynasty



4. Translate into Spanish: 
- bank: 
- crop: 
- soil: 
- tribe: 
- to bury: 
- to trade:                                      - trader:                            - trading ship:  
- kingdom: 
- crown: 
- pharaoh: 
- to strengthen: 
- leadership: 
- dinasty: 
- founder: 
- tip: 
- to challenge:  

Egyptian society was structured like a pyramid. At the top of this social pyramid was the 
pharaoh, Egypt’s supreme ruler. Egyptian religion strengthened the pharaoh’s authority. 
Pharaohs were looked upon as gods, and their word was law. 
Below the pharaoh were several layers of social classes. The classes near the top of the 
pyramid had the fewest people and enjoyed the highest status. The classes nearer the 
bottom had more people and lower status. 
Government officials and priests belonged to the top two classes in the social pyramid 
under the pharaoh. They were the most powerful groups in Egypt. 
Government officials carried out the orders of the pharaoh. Most of them came from noble 
families. They were powerful and wealthy, and they enjoyed a high quality of life. 
Priests were also a powerful group, because religion touched every part of people’s daily 
life. The priests were in charge of the temples and religious rituals. They also oversaw the 
important ceremonies surrounding death and burial. 
Next on the social pyramid were scribes. The scribes held a respected position in society. 
They recorded information for government and religious leaders. It took many years of 
schooling to become a scribe. This was very difficult because there were over 2000 
hieroglyphs! 
Artisans occupied the next layer of the social pyramid. This group included craftspeople 
like carpenters, metalworkers, painters, sculptors and stone carvers. Artisans were highly 
skilled, but they had little social status. 

Society



At the bottom of the social pyramid were the peasants. They were the largest social class. 
Peasants worked the land, providing Egypt with a steady food supply. During flood season, 
when they could not work the fields, they worked on the pharaoh’s massive building 
projects. 
Below farmers in the social order were slaves and servants. The principal and oldest 
cause of slavery was capture in war. Egyptians also came to be slaves due to committing 
some sort of unlawful act. It should also be noted that the birth of a child to a slave 
mother, whether or not the father was free, resulted in slavery for the child. 
Another way that one could be come a slave was the results of their inability to pay off 
debt. Not only did the debtor become a slave, but also his children, and in addition, he or 
she also gave up all that they owned. !
ACTIVITY: 
1. Write down in the correct place: 
Slaves - Scribes - Pharaoh - Governent officials (Vizier, Priest, Noble) - Merchants -  
Peasants - Soldiers - Craftsmen 
 !!
 

!
2. Translate into Spanish the underlined words. !



!
 !!!!!!!!!!!
The ancient Egyptians had strong religious beliefs. Worshipping the gods was a 
part of their everyday lives.  Many Egyptians religious customs focused on what 
happened after people died. 
Like Mesopotamians, Egyptians practiced polytheism. Before the Firs Dynasty, 
each village worshipped its own gods. During the Old Kingdom, however, Egyptian 
officials tried to give some sort of structure to religious beliefs. 
The Egyptians built temples to the gods all over the kingdom. The temples collected 
payments from both the government and worshippers. These payments allowed the 
temples to grow more influential.  
They had gods for nearly everything, including the sun, the sky, and the earth. They 
were often shown with animal heads to represent their magical power. 
Ra is shown as a falcon with the sun on his head. He was the god of creation. 
Ancient Egyptians believed that he created the world and the rising sun was the 
symbol of creation and renewal. 
Osiris is shown as a human. He was killed by his brother Seth, who was jealous 
and wanted to take his place as king. His wife found him and brought him back to 
life. Osiris was god of the Underworld. 
Isis was his sister and wife. Horus was their son. She was the god of motherhood 
and love. 
Horus is a sky god. He lost his eye fighting Seth after Seth killed his father. He was 
believed to give power to each pharaoh. He is usually shown as a falcon. 
Anubis, the god of the dead, had a human body but a jackal’s head. He was the 
god of funerals and death. He was thought to protect the dead (that’s the reason 
why he is represented on the walls of tombs. Anubis also supervised embalming 
and was believed to have embalmed Osiris. 

Religion



Seth is shown with a long greyhound-like body, curved muzzle, almond eyes and 
long straight pointed ears. He is known as the god of chaos. 
Hathor is one of the most famous goddesses of Ancient Egypt. She was known as 
The Great One of Many Names. She was goddess of joy (music, dance), beauty, 
love, fertility, motherhood… She is always depicted as a cow or with the attributes 
of a cow. 
Bastet is shown with a cat’s head. She’s the goddess of cats, women and children. 
Ancient Egyptians believed that cats were sacred. They killed the rats and mice 
which ate their grain and caused disease. Some cats were even mummified. !!
Activity: Can you identify these gods and goddesses?


